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“FLYING MOTORCYCLE” NEARS TEST PHASE

(OSHKOSH, WISCONSIN)  A “flying motorcycle” developed by The Butterfly L.L.C. is
nearing the test phase, said Larry Neal, company president.

“We’re almost ready for initial road testing of the flying motorcycle,” Neal said.  “We’ve added a
modified rotor hub bar that accommodates folding rotor blades, a new rudder and stabilizer, and a
stronger mast.”

The lightweight gyroplane used is the Monarch, a single-seat gyroplane that can fly 70 mph with
a 66-horsepower engine.  With centerline thrust and an adequate horizontal stabilizer, it is so stable that
it can be flown “hands off”— without touching the control stick.  The “Flying Motorcycle” exhibited at
AirVenture 2005 has flown successfully as a gyroplane.

“Our unique idea is to build a gyroplane that drives, not a car that flies,” Neal said.  “We take a
lightweight gyroplane that flies well and add a lightweight rear drive system so you can drive it down
the road.”

To make a “flying motorcycle” out of the Monarch gyroplane, the new patent-pending G-Force
landing gear is added.  This has been tested with over 700-ft/minute vertical descents all the way to the
ground, as demonstrated at AirVenture 2004.  Other modifications include a folding rotorblade system, a
clutch-operated propeller to stop the propeller when used as a ground vehicle, and patent-pending
engine-driven rear-wheel running gear, Neal said.

“What makes the ‘flying motorcycle’ idea work is that the Monarch gyroplane is built and
licensed as an Experimental aircraft, and because it only has three wheels, it can also be licensed as a
homebuilt motorcycle,” Neal said.  “We call this a ‘Fly-Drive Vehicle.’”

Neal says the Fly-Drive Vehicle offers the public a way to have fun flying, drive their aircraft
home from the airport on public roads, and even commute to work.

Neal noted that this single-seat “flying motorcycle” is only the first in a series of company
milestones.  A two-place “Flying Car” will be next, he said, based on the company’s “Golden Butterfly”
gyroplane.  For more information, see the website at <www.thebutterflyLLC.com>, contact The
Butterfly, L. L. C.,  P.O. Box 467, Carter, OK 73627, or phone 940-627-9887.
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